
HUMBOLDT STATE UNIVERSITY 
Academic Senate 

Resolution on Establishing a New Major in Environmental Studies 

#10-11/12-ICC – December 6, 2011 

Resolved:  That the Academic Senate of Humboldt State University recommends to the Provost that a 
new Major in Environmental Studies and all associated curriculum forms (11-106 to 11-110) be 
approved, and be it further; 

Resolved:  That this Major will begin as a Pilot Program, which means that the curriculum may be 
offered for five years before Chancellor’s Office approval is required, and be it further; 

Resolved:  That before the final version of the new Major proposal is submitted to the Chancellor’s 
Office, the ICC and University Senate must approve the proposal, and be it further; 

Resolved:  That approval of the final version of the new Major proposal by the ICC and the University 
Senate will be contingent upon the program’s enrollment achieving appropriate benchmarks to be 
negotiated between the program, the CAHSS Dean, and the Provost.   

Rationale: (Quoted from the New Major Proposal) 
The environmental studies major approaches environmental issues from an analytical and 
interpretive frame that is centered in the social sciences. This primary frame is informed on the 
one hand by normative modes of inquiry from the humanities, and on the other by the methods 
and tools of science. This approach distinguishes the environmental studies major from that of 
environmental science. The environmental studies major prepares students for working 
collaboratively with others from complementary disciplines to resolve contemporary 
environmental problems. The major provides focus and depth, yet also reflects the broad 
diversity of thought and method brought to bear on environmental issues by various disciplines.  

 
The program is closely aligned with the university’s vision of promoting social and 
environmental responsibility. The program builds upon and develops an approach once found in 
the “ethics” pathway of the environmental science major. That pathway was cut in the course of 
needed revision to that major.  Yet in doing so, it eliminated an option for which there was 
demonstrated student demand, faculty expertise, and campus capacity.   
 
By establishing this environmental studies program, HSU will be offering an appropriate array of 
paths for students seeking a major focused on environment and sustainability: a science major 
(ENVS), a management and planning major (EMP), and this new environmental studies major, 
focused on the social sciences.  This new major would be distinguished by its focus on analyzing 
the economic, social, and political factors that shape the diversity of human-environment 
relations, and cultivating the cultural literacy and judgment needed for the next generation of 
environmental leaders.   

 
Before the option was eliminated in 2008, at least 40% of Environmental Science majors 
selected the “ethics” option, a thematic analogue to the proposed environmental studies major.  
Since the major headcount averaged 201.8 in the five years before this change, we can estimate 
that at least 80 students chose a major close to the proposed one.  
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It seems likely that in the year of initiation, we could expect 20-40 majors – a combination of 
new students and some transferring from cognate fields.  Within three years, we would 
anticipate 80 majors and likely 120 or more within five years.  This anticipated growth trajectory 
can be explained by a combination of the following factors: growing interest in environment and 
sustainability among prospective students, provision of a coherent and attractive major 
program for non-scientists or managers, more successful ‘branding’ of HSU as the campus of 
choice for prospective students in these fields, and growing HSU enrollment. 

 
The following curriculum proposals are available on the ICC SharePoint site: 
 
11-106:  Environmental Studies Proposed new Major  

See *summary of major requirements below. 
11-107:  ENST 120:  Intro Seminar in Env. Studies – New course, 1 unit C-2 
11-108:  ENST 295:  Power/Privilege & Environment – New course, 3 units C-2  
11-109:  ENST 395:  Env. St. Research & Analysis – New course, 4 units C-2 
11-110:  ENST 490:  Env. St. Capstone Experience – New course, 4 units C-5 
 
*Summary of Requirements for the Major: 
 
All courses required for the major must be completed with a minimum grade of C-. 
  
64-72 units required for the major (variation results from choice of core competency and other upper-
division course options; see below).  (All 9 units of UD GE and DCG-d completed with major 
requirements; 3 units of LD GE Area D and DCG-n may also be completed as a part of major 
requirements.)   
  
Lower Division (15 units) 
[ENST 120]:  Introductory Seminar (1 unit) 

Proposed.  This seminar would bring in program faculty as guest speakers; weekend 
field trips; facilitate thoughtful selection of a “core competence”; impress upon students 
the value and seriousness of major; build community among majors. 

 
STAT 108 Elementary Statistics (4 units; LD GE Area B) 
  
GEOG 106:  Physical Geography (3 units; LD GE Area B), or 
ENVS 110: Introduction to Environmental Science (3 units) 
  

 [ENST 295]:  Power, Privilege, and Environmental Studies (4 units)  
Proposed.  Distinctive course for majors, designed to view challenges of environment 
and sustainability through analysis of power and privilege. 

  
ENVS 230:  Environmental Problem Solving (3 units), or  
EMP 377:  Introduction to GIS Concepts (3 units) 
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Upper Division (46-49 units) 
PHIL 302:  Environmental Ethics (3 units; UD GE Area C) 
 
PSCI 306:  Environmental Politics (3 units; UD GE Area D) 
 
ENGL 311:  Environmental Writing (4 units), or 
GEOG 311:  Geographic Research & Writing (4 units) 
 
NAS 332: Environmental Justice (3 units; DCG-d) 
  
[ENST 395]: Environmental Studies Research and Analysis (4 units) 

Proposed.  Introduction to academic and field research approaches; social science-
based qualitative and quantitative methodologies appropriate for environmental 
studies. 

 
Students will take at least one course from each of the following areas (Globalization, Ecological 
Science, Communication, and Development): 
 
GLOBALIZATION 
GEOG 301:  Int’l Environmental Issues & Globalization (3 units; UD GE Area D), or 
SOC 302: Forests and Culture (3 units; UD GE Area D), or 
SOC 370:  Environmental Inequality & Globalization (3 units) 
 
ECOLOGICAL SCIENCE 
BIOL 308:  Environment and Culture (3 units; UD GE Area B), or 
FOR 302:  Forest Ecosystems & People (3 units; UD GE Area B), or 
GEOL 303:  Earth Resources & Global Environmental Change (3 units; UD GE Area B), or 
WLDF 300:  Wildlife Ecology and Management (3 units; UD GE Area B), or 
OCN 306:  Global Environmental Issues (3 units; UD GE Area B), or 
RRS 306: Wildland Resource Principles (3 units; UD GE Area B) 
 
COMMUNICATION 
EMP 309B:  Environmental Communication (3 units; UD GE Area B CWT), or 
COMM 480:  Seminar, when taught as: Communication and Environment (4 units) 
  
ECON 423:  Environmental & Natural Resources Economics (3 units) 
 
DEVELOPMENT 
ANTH 316:  Anthropology & Development (4 units), or 
ANTH/WS317: Women & Development (4 units), or 
ECON 309: Economics of a Sustainable Society (3 units; UD GE Area D CWT), or 
PSCI 464:  Technology & Development (4 units) 
  
GEOG/PSCI465:  Political Ecology (4 units), or 
SOC 320:     Social Ecology (4 units) 
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PSCI 373:   Politics of a Sustainable Society (4 units), or 
WS 340:   Ecofeminism (3 units; DCG-n) 
  
Capstone 
[ENST 490]:  Environmental Studies Capstone ~Field Experience (4 units) Proposed.  

Apply knowledge of environmental systems to practical problems in this capstone 
course.  

  
Core Competence (6-12 units) 
Complete requirements in one of the following four areas: 
  
A.  Ecology and Conservation Science: 

1. WLDF 210, Intro Wldf Conservation, 3 or BOT 105, General Botany, 4 or ZOOL 110, Intro Zoology, 4  

2. WLDF 301, Principles of Wildlife Management, 3 [note Math 115 or equivalent is required] or BIOL 
330, Ecology, 4 [note BIOL 105 and CHEM 107 or 109 is required] 

3. WLDF 460, Conservation Biology, 3 

B.  Geospatial Analysis [EMP 377, a major option, required as pre-requisite]:  
 

1.     GEOG 316, Cartography, 4 or EMP 277, Intro to Remote Sensing, 3 
2.     EMP 470, Intermediate GIS, 3 

  
C.  Second Language Proficiency: 

Demonstrate proficiency equivalent to a fifth semester or higher of college-level language.  
Meet this requirement by taking a fifth-semester-level language course. This requirement can 
also be met by examination.  Contact the Department of World Languages and Cultures for 
additional instructions. 

  
D.  Quantitative Analysis [math code 50 required, or MATH 115 as pre-requisite]: 

1.     STAT 333 Linear Regression Models/ANOVA [4 units] 
2.     Two of: 

 
STAT 404 Multivariate Statistics [4 units] 
STAT 406 Sampling Design & Analysis [4 units] 
STAT 409 Experimental Design & Analysis [4 units] 
STAT 410 Modern Statistical Modeling [4 units] 
PSYC 488 Regression/Multivariate Topics [4 units] 

 
 
Academic Senate:  Passed, 12/06/11 
Provost Snyder:  Approved, 12/12/11 


