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RESOLVED:  That the Academic Senate of Humboldt State University recommends to the 
President that the attached Special Topics (ST) Course Numbering Policy, which expands the 
current ST designation for 480/580/680/780 courses to include 180, 280, and 380 courses so 
that all courses numbered *80 (e.g., 180) will be Special Topics courses, be adopted 
immediately; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED:  That the Academic Senate of Humboldt State University recommends to the 
President that courses which are currently in the catalog that do not conform to the ST  
standards as stated in the attached policy submit a curriculum change form to the ICC to revise 
the course number prior to April 19 2010 in order to offer the course in 2010/2011 and/or 
beyond; and be it further   
 
RESOLVED:  That the Office of Academic Programs and Undergraduate Studies will administer 
the policy and evaluate the effectiveness of the policy as it is implemented. 
 
RATIONALE: According to current course numbering policy, 480/580/680/780 courses are 
reserved for special (selected) topics courses.  There is considerable inconsistency in the type of 
courses offered as 180, 280, and 380, with some special topics and others standard c-class 
courses offered on an ongoing basis. Standardizing the ST numbering to include 180, 280, and 
380 courses will improve consistency in interpretation, communication and application and will 
also allow for a variety of automated curricular processes using the CMS system.   
 
This policy clarifies the unique nature of Special Topics courses and provides a mechanism to 
 identify ongoing courses that should undergo appropriate curricular review and approval 
 processes.  
 
Each Special Topics course will be titled in a way that reflects the specific content.  To provide  
time to transition from current practices and implement this policy, current courses that need  
to undergo curricular review either for a number change or for review as a new course must 
have completed the process by fall 2011.  It is recommended that the curriculum change forms 
be submitted no later than April 19 2010 to ensure that the process is completed in time for fall  
2011. 
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