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To: HSU Campus Community 
 

From: Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Jenn Capps 
 General Faculty President and University Senate Chair Mary Virnoche 

 

Subject: Campus Community Meeting 10-11 am Friday: Changes in Spring  
 Break & Face-to-Face Instruction Weeks 

 

Sent on behalf of Provost Jenn Capps and Mary Virnoche 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
  
During the last 24 hours we have been consulting with the Chancellor's Office and Public Health leadership to develop 
a new plan that would take into account the safety of our campus community and still meet significant HSU curricular 
needs for face-to-face instruction.  Please understand that the context for decision making has changed dramatically 
from that which we entertained on the University Senate floor in early fall of 2020: Humboldt County has moved to 
the purple COVID tier, a more restrictive phase, and our campus must respond on short notice.  
  
HSU changes in spring break and course modality timing are critical to the decisions. The CSU Chancellor’s Office has 
directed campuses to shift spring face-to-face instruction to virtual instruction with few exceptions. Humboldt County 
Public Health recommends a 2-week quarantine prior to face-to-face instruction. Public Health also strongly suggests 
1) only one spring transition from virtual to face-to-face, and 2) postponing that initial face-to-face instruction start 
date. The latter will give our county a greater buffer from the current wave of COVID cases and deaths.   
  
Campus Community Meeting 
10-11 am Friday, December 11, 2021 
Zoom Link: https://humboldtstate.zoom.us/j/83919833474 
  
In the spirit of information sharing and preparation, and to best support faculty, students, and staff who will be 
making these changes in instruction/schedules, we will host a community meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to 
answer questions and gather information on additional resource needs to support the changes. The current plan is as 
follows: 
  
Spring Break for all students 
February 22-26 - Week 5 (Previously scheduled March 15-19 - Week 9) 
  
Face-to-Face Class Instruction Begins on March 8 
This change relates only to those classes already approved and scheduled for face-to-face or partial face-to-face 
(hybrid) instruction.  
 
January 19 - March 5, 2021 (virtual only): This period includes 6 weeks of instruction and 1 week of spring break.  
  
March 8-May 14, 2021 (approved face-to-face): This period includes 9 weeks of instruction and finals week. It meets 
the public health position of only one transition from virtual to face-to-face. It does represent a net loss of 2 weeks in 
face-to-face instruction, compared to the prior Spring 2021 plan.  
These changes will not alter the number of instructional days or academic work days. The changes also comply with 
federal guidelines regarding student financial aid and regional accreditation expectations for credit hours for the 
academic year. 
 
We look forward to hearing your questions and needs on Friday. 
  
Jenn Capps 
Provost & Vice President Academic Affairs 
  
Mary Virnoche 
General Faculty President 
& University Senate Chair 
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